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Application for Relocation of Bloom 2019
Dementia: Understand Together Show Garden
Introduction 
Last year, a dementia garden entitled ‘Moments in Time’ won bronze at Bloom, Ireland’s largest garden festival. Many studies have shown that welcoming, accessible outdoor spaces support people with dementia and their carers to have positive interactions, maintain their independence, engage in meaningful occupation and experience enhanced health and wellbeing. 

This award-winning garden was relocated to Arklow Duck Pond, Nature Walk & Leisure Area in County Wicklow following a successful application by Arklow Municipal Council. 
In 2019, the Dementia: Understand Together campaign is sponsoring a reminiscence garden at Bloom, which takes place from 30th May – 3rd June, 2019 (see Appendix for details in relation to the ‘Memories are made of this – The Dementia: Understand Together Garden’). 
The Dementia: Understand Together campaign is a public support, awareness and information campaign led by the HSE, working with the Alzheimer Society of Ireland and Genio. It is aimed at inspiring people from all sections of society to stand together with the 500,000 Irish people whose families have been affected by dementia. We want to help create an Ireland that embraces and includes people living with dementia, and which displays solidarity with them and their loved ones.
The Dementia: Understand Together campaign is now inviting applications from publicly-funded organisations/amenities and residential care centres (including section 38 and 39 services) which would be in a position to relocate the reminiscence garden to their own outdoor space at the end of the Bloom festival, maintain it in the medium to long term, and ensure that the local community has the opportunity to visit and enjoy the garden. 

Note: The garden will not be exactly replicated – see below for details on exactly what is included in the relocation.
The successful organisation/centre will need to provide funding of approximately €12,000 towards the costs of the garden relocation and also meet the assessment criteria to a high standard. 
This document outlines the assessment criteria to be addressed by all applications. 
Email applications to Sonya.Sheils@hse.ie no later than 5pm on Tuesday, May 21st. The successful applicant will be notified by Friday, May 24th.
Selection process

The selection panel will involve representatives from the Dementia: Understand Together campaign and the National Dementia Office. The panel will review all submissions that meet the application criteria and select the winning application.
Assessment criteria 
Please note that responses to each criterion must be no longer than 250-300 words. 
	1. Financial commitment: 

The successful applicant must be able to cover the cost of moving and rebuilding the garden from the Bloom Festival to the designated location. This cost is estimated at €12,000

	Finances available – Y/N 


	2. Relocation timeframe: 
The successful applicant must be able to accommodate the garden move over a two week period commencing on 3 June (exact timing to be confirmed). 

	Availability to accommodate the move – Y/N 


	3. Potential Impact: 
Please explain how the reminiscence garden will benefit people with dementia and their families, as well as fit/work within existing garden /open space. 

	

	4. Garden use: 
Please explain how the garden will be used to maximise the benefits for people with dementia, family members and the community. 

	

	5. Community involvement: 

Please explain how the garden will benefit the community and increase social interaction and connection between community members and people with dementia. 

	

	6. Level of commitment to project: Stated commitment from key decision makers to ensure plan for the garden is fully embraced and pursued, if selected. Application must be signed by someone who can take full responsibility for delivery of the relocation. 

	Name:

Job title:

Signature: 

	7. Garden maintenance: 
Please provide a plan for how the garden will be maintained over time. 

	

	8. Garden Access from main building/amenity: 
Must have good accessibility for the general public/client group and visibility from within the building/outside the amenity.  

	

	9. Site Condition Suitability: 
Site conditions – there must be adequate space for the relocated garden. 

	


APPENDIX
‘Memories are made of this – The Dementia: Understand Together Garden’ at Bloom 2019
The Memories are made of this – Dementia: Understand Together Garden creates a space where people living with dementia can reminisce in a welcoming and supportive way.  The garden will be a celebration of all things 1950s – where people in their 60s, 70s and 80s can remember, celebrate and share stories about an era when they were young. 

The garden is centred on reminiscence which has been found to have a positive effect on quality of life for people living with dementia. Typically people with dementia are better able to recall things from many years ago than recent memories, so reminiscence draws on this strength. People living with dementia have been central to the design of this garden sharing their memories of the gardens of their youth; working gardens where growing your own vegetables was a natural and often necessary way of life; the manicured front lawns of suburban homes to the stone walls and hay bales remembered from country holidays.  Gardens were part of the rhythm of everyday life, a place to grow food for the family, indulge in a gardening hobby and the background to many family photos.
The spherical metal sculpture at the centre of the garden represents the growing number of Irish people who develop dementia - over 4,000 people each year – and the challenges and struggles of living with the condition.  The interwoven flowers and bed around the sculpture draws on the beauty and individuality of someone living with dementia and the varied experience of each person. It reminds us to “see the person” and not the condition, which helps to dissipate the stigma that still surrounds dementia.

The memory shed, originally a functional feature in many gardens for storage, becomes a relaxing place that allows for gentle reminiscence. Display items which represent childhood, engage you to access your memories and share them in a comfortable, light filled and communal setting. It highlights the importance and value of what is remembered and not what is forgotten.
Information about the garden  - What is included?
The Garden is 10 metres x 10 metres.
The Liscannor path is (1.3 metres wide, 15 metres long) meanders through the garden, inviting all passersby to come and engage with the garden. 

The Memory Shed is 3metres x 3metres with a pitched roof, timber cladding, and a corrugated metal roof. It has double doors to the front allowing lots of natural light in, the windows on both side walls bring in views of the garden. The shed is entirely constructed from reclaimed materials.

The sculpture will be powder coated and is 1.35 metres tall and 1 metre wide. The sculpture is surrounded by a 3 metre colourful herbaceous border. 
Planting, apple trees and flowers are also included. 

